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Summary

The paper deals with the problem of the place of Pomerania in imaginative geography of 
the inhabitants of the Polish lands since the rule of Mieszko I until beginning of the 13th 
century. The choice of the final date is justified by the political changes taking place at 
that time in Poland and in Pomerania itself, as well as the changes in imaginative geog-
raphy, i.e. in the system of images of particular territories functioning in a community, 
in the case in question among the inhabitants of the Polish lands. The possibilities of 
reconstructing the images of Pomerania and the Baltic are limited because of the scar-
city of sources, especially with reference to the earliest period. The article contains an 
analysis of the circumstances of creating and introducing into the written sources the 
names ‘Pomerania’ and ‘Pomeranians’. The picture of Pomerania in Gallus Anonymus’ 
chronicle has been extensively discussed, which results from the special position of that 
region in the spatial concept in that text. The paper indicates the main ways of the con-
ceptualisation of the Pomeranian territory and its inhabitants by Gallus in the context of 
the contemporary system of learned geographical images, crusade ideology and political 
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conditions of the textmaking and presenting the events. There is also a characterisation 
of the later mentions about Pomerania as a geographical space in the Polish sources of the 
beginning of the 13th century, among which the predominant place occupies Master Win-
centy Kadłubek’s chronicle. The article shows how Master Wincenty Kadłubek presents 
Pomerania in various parts of his chronicle, especially in his narrative about the begin-
nings of the Polish state and nation, with possible causes and sources of the description. 
Finally, the article signals the changes which indicate that the period from the 13th to the 
15th centuries should be regarded as a separate stage in the history of the Polish imagery 
of the Baltic and Pomerania. 

The questions concerning the image of Pomerania in the Polish medieval sources 
have long been attracting the attention of researchers. Yet, historiography has 
rather concentrated on events, i.e. on how political, religious, social and other pro-
cesses, which took place in Pomerania and in the Baltic Sea Basin, were perceived 
and presented in Poland; another question that has been explored is the position 
of these territories in Polish political theory and practice. Much less attention was 
paid to constructing images of Pomerania and the Baltic Sea as a space and their 
place in a wider picture of the physical world. Observations and insights concern-
ing this subject are quite often valuable, but they are scattered, on the margins of 
publications devoted to other questions, and they do not present a comprehensive 
picture. This article is supposed to fill in this gap.

At the beginning I should explain the key terms that I use in the article. Imag-
inative geography is a set of geographic images which function in a community 
and are regarded as real, at least by the majority of the members of the community 
in question, and which are confirmed by the authorities accepted in the commu-
nity. Spatial images of particular people are their maps or mental geographies; 
whereas the way of presenting space in a text of culture (a written source, a map) 
is called a spatial concept of that text. The spatial concept in a source text corre-
sponds mainly to the mental geography of the author, but those two concepts can-
not be used interchangeably. The author might have included in his text elements 
he did not identify with, e.g. under outside pressure. In most cases researchers 
cannot verify that. They have access only to the concept of space of source texts, 
whereas all the rest – mental and imaginative geographies – can only be (re)con-
structed.
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The beginnings of the presence of Pomerania and the Baltic Sea in Polish 
imaginative geography are poorly documented. But undoubtedly that area played 
a much more significant role in the images of the world cherished by the Polish 
elite of the time of Mieszko I and Bolesław the Brave (Chrobry), than it appears 
from the Polish available written sources. It is proved by – documented in the 
Saxon sources – Mieszko’s activity at the estuary of the Oder and, according to 
the Scandinavian sources, by his contacts with Eric the Victorious, the king of 
Sweden, sealed by the marriage between Eric and Mieszko’s daughter, probably 
at the beginning of the 980s1. There is a commonly accepted assumption in the 
historiography, that it was just the period when in the milieu of the Polish ruler, in 
relation with his Northwest expansion, there appeared an idea of conceptualizing 
of the area situated south of the Baltic between the Vistula and the Oder as one 
region called Pomerania, and not as a group of small tribal territories or an empty 
space without a name2. It is, however, only a conjecture, and available sources 
don’t allow us to explain the details of the whole process in a clear-cut way. For 
example, it is not known which was the first to appear: the endonym or the name 
of the region. Neither is it clear whether – as most researchers assume – the name 
‘Pomerania’ originally had a character of exonym3, or since the very beginning it 
had been used the Pomeranians themselves. Another unclear question is whether 
the name originally included the whole area or only some part of it. The area 
denominated as Pomerania might have been expanding in the course of time, as 
new territories were subdue to the control of the Piast dynasty. On the other hand, 

1 Cf.: L. Leciejewicz, “U źródeł konfliktu Pomorzan z państwem Piastów w X–XI wieku”, Archeologia 
Historica Polona 8 (2000): 39 ff, 46 ff; G. Labuda, “Wpływ powstania państwa polskiego na rozwój 
dziejowy Pomorza”, in: Początki państwa polskiego. Księga Tysiąclecia, vol. 2, ed. K. Tymieniecki, 
G. Labuda, H. Łowmiański, ed. 2 (Poznań 2002), 272 ff; Mieszko I (Wrocław 2002), 126 ff.

2 S. Rosik, Conversio gentis Pomeranorum. Studium świadectwa o wydarzeniu (XII wiek) (Wrocław 
2010), 103, note 318 (where older literature is to be found). It has been a view commonly accepted 
in historiography for a long time. A different opinion was expressed by e.g. S. Zajączkowski, who 
dated the origin of the name ‘Pomerania’ at about the mid-11th century, S. Zajączkowski, “Podziały 
plemienne Polski w okresie powstawania państwa. Geografia plemienna ziem polskich”, in: The Be-
ginnings of the Polish State. The Millennium Book, vol. 1, eds. K. Tymieniecki, G. Labuda, H. Łow-
miański, ed. 2, Poznań 2002, p. 89. On different historiographic views on the date and circumstances 
of the origin of the names ‘Pomerania’ and ‘Pomeranians’ cf.: J. Spors, “O domniemanej jedności 
plemiennej i państwowej Pomorza we wczesnym średniowieczu”, in: Społeczeństwo Polski średnio-
wiecznej, vol. 6, ed. S. Kuczyński (Warsaw 1994), 23 ff.

3 E.g. Leciejewicz, “U źródeł”, 39: ‘…in a geographical sense it [the name of ‘Pomeranians’] expres-
sed the Polish point of view’. J. Spors proposed a compromise according to which the name ‘Pome-
rania’ originally had been an endonym of the inhabitants of the territories situated directly south of 
the Baltic and later it was extended by the Polans to cover the whole area between their state and the 
Sea; Spors, “O domniemanej jedności”, 28.
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the Piast expansion might have enhanced the common collective identity of the 
people who lived in the region which was later to become Pomerania; those peo-
ple might have cooperated in their common fight against the invaders, and this 
struggle contributed to crystallizing and consolidating the name ‘Pomeranians’ 
as an endonym4.

Contrary to the circumstances of coming into being the names ‘Pomerania’ 
and ‘Pomeranians’ south of the Baltic, their etymology is clear and well attested 
since the Middle Ages. As common nouns they denote an area situated close to 
the sea shore (old-Polish: ‘po-morzu’), and the inhabitants of such an area. In 
literature concerning that question the words of Herbord of Michelsberg from 
the mid-12th century are quite oftenquoted, ‘Pomerania […] id est iuxta vel circa 
mare sita’5. It should be also noted that such names as ‘Pomerania’ are commonly 
used in all the areas where the Slavs had lived, which were situated near a sea. In 
addition to Pomerania south of the Baltic, other regions bearing the same name 
may be easily indicated: Pomorie in Northern Russia on the White Sea, Primorie 
in the Far East of Russia on the Pacific, the town and district of Primorie in Bul-
garia on the Black Sea, Primorje/Pomorje, a historical part of Serbia, and a few 
seaside districts in Croatia, e.g. Dubrovačko Primorje.

In written records, the names ‘Pomerania’ and ‘Pomeranians’ appeared rela-
tively late. They are not to be found in Thietmar of Merseburg, who otherwise was 
well aware of what the situation in the eastern borderlands of the Ottonian Empire 
at the end of the 10th was like. In spite of that, there have been historiographical 
attempts to find some traces of perceiving Pomerania as a separate region in the 
milieu of Mieszko. With referrence to earlier concepts of Z. Wojciechowski and 
M.Z. Jedlicki, E. Rymar pointed to Thietmar’s words on the tribute Mieszko must 
have paid to the emperor for the region of usque ad Vurta fluvium. According to 
him, the tribute region up to the River Vistula included the territories north of 
the right bank of the river, i.e. Pomerania, or at least West Pomerania6. Still, it is 
impossible to prove that the emperor had been vested with any authority over the 

4 Cf.: K. Tymieniecki, “Pomorze za Bolesławów”, Roczniki Historyczne 3 (1927): 29.
5 Herbord, Dialog o życiu św. Ottona biskupa bamberskiego (Warsaw 1974): 59.
6 The historian had been developing his concept since the 1980s. Its final version: E. Rymar, “Teryto-

rium usque in Vurta fluvium, czyli Pomorze obszarem trybutarnym Niemiec za Mieszka I”, in: Bi-
skupi, lennicy i żeglarze, ed. B. Śliwiński (Gdańsk 2003), 189–226; E. Rymar, “On the rights of the 
German Kingdom and Brandenburg March to the control over the whole of Pomerania”, Roczniki 
Historyczne 72 (2006): 7–52. E. Rymar, “On the rights of the German Kingdom and Brandenburg 
March to the control over the whole of Pomerania”, Roczniki Historyczne 72 (2006): 7–51.
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region; of course, if we disregard the weird concepts of Charlemagne’s conquests 
that reached the banks of the Vistula and the recognition by the rulers from the 
Ottonian dynasty (as well as the Roman kings or emperors and Brandenburg mar-
graves that succeeded them) of the continuity of their rights that dated back to the 
Carolingian time7.

Historians looked for the traces of the region in question in the imaginative 
world of the Piast elite in the regestum ‘Dagome iudex’, where the phrase longum 
mare could be understood as a literal translation of the Slavic name ‘Pomerania’ 
(‘Pomorze’)8. Additionally, there were attempts to identify a place mentioned in 
the text, Schinesghe, with Szczecin9. The logic of the description of the boundaries 
of civitas Schinesghe indicated such a possibility, it did not however make sense 
why all Mieszko’s state should have been named after the marginal Szczecin. In 
the regestum the name Schinesghe might have meant Gniezno (as the name of re-
gion or as its center) in some places and Szczecin in other ones (as a point where 
the description of the borders ends); the current state of research does not allow 
us to extend beyond conjectures. What should be noted is the fact that the events 
taking place in Pomerania during the reigns of the early Piast rulers and their 
expansion in that region at the turn of the 10th and 11th centuries have been almost 
completely repressed from historical memory of the Polish elites of the so called 
second Piast state and the subsequent ones, as perceivable in the written sources.

The name ‘Pomerania’ did not appear in written sources before the mid-11th 

century. In 1046 the author of the ‘Annales Altahenses’ (‘Annals of Niederal-
teich’) informed that among participants of a meeting at the court of Henry III 

7 Cf. G. Labuda, “O zakresie rzekomych uprawnień Królestwa Niemieckiego i Marchii Brandenbur-
skiej nad całym Pomorzem we wczesnym średniowieczu”, Roczniki Historyczne 73 (2007): 17–34 
(résumé of an earlier polemic with E. Rymar’s theses). By the way, although basically Labuda’s 
critique of Rymar’s theses is fully justified, the former had also committed a few interpretational 
abuses, e.g. writing, ‘…at the beginning of the 11th century the name of ‘Pomorze’ was used in 
Germany, because (…) since 1000 Bishop Reinbern resided in Kołobrzeg, who was well known by 
Thietmar’ (ibidem: 25). The second part of that sentence does not justified the first one because – as 
I have already mentioned – Thietmar had not used the name ‘Pomerania’ even once.

8 G. Labuda, in: Historia Pomorza, ed. G. Labuda, vol. 1 (Poznań 1969), 31. E. Rymar was of the same 
opinion: E. Rymar, “Dagome iudex jako organiczna część decyzji Mieszka I w sprawie podziału 
Polski na dzielnice. Reanimacja hipotezy o piastowskim rodowodzie dynastii pomorskiej”, Materia-
ły Zachodniopomorskie 23 (1986), 293–350. Later Labuda backed out of that opinion and said that 
longum mare meant ‘along the sea’, Labuda, “O zakresie”, 26.

9 Such an interpretation was proposed by S. Rospond, Pierwotna nazwa Szczecina, Slavia Occiden-
talis 18 (1939–1947), pp. 290–304. A review of the previous historiography (up to the beginnings 
of the 1960s): B. Kürbis, Dagome iudex – studium krytyczne, in: idem, Na progach historii, vol. II: 
O świadectwach do dziejów kultury średniowiecznej, Poznań 2001, pp. 59ff. Recently P. Urbańczyk 
tried to resume it, unconvincingly.
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were Czech Prince Bretislav and Polish Prince Kazimierz, as well as certain 
“Zemuzil (Siemomysł?), Prince of Pomeranians” (Zemuzil dux Bomeraniorum)10.

Some 30 years later Pomeranians’ land for the first time became part of the 
medieval learned picture of the world thanks to Adam of Bremen, who mentioned 
it in the Chronicle of the Archbishopric of Hamburg as the ‘first’ of Slavic peo-
ples living behind the Oder (as seen from Hamburg)11. Adam’s text later played 
an important role in the process of constructing of the image of Pomerania and 
Pomeranians in West Europe, as well as in creating the identity of the intellectual 
elites of the late medieval Duchy of Pomerania., According to the available sourc-
es however, it was not known in the medieval Poland, and – consequently – it did 
not influence here the imaginative geography. As a matter of fact, the Polish did 
not need it, as at that time the main source of their knowledge on Pomerania was 
the direct contact with that region during the subsequent military expeditions of 
Bolesław (Boleslaus) Szczodry (the Generous), Władysław Herman and Bolesław 
(Boleslaus) Krzywousty (Wrymouth)12.

Under the rule of Bolesław Krzywousty, in the second decade of the 12th cen-
tury, the Chronicle of the so-called Gallus Anonym(o)us’ (Gesta principium Po-
lonorum) was created. It is the oldest source containing the geonym ‘Pomerania’. 
The land of Pomeranians, called Pomorania, was mentioned at the beginning 
of the chronicle as a part of Sclauonia, the Slavdom. Together with Prussia and 
Selentia, Pomerania made a triad of barbarous pagan peoples of the north, settled 
between Poland and the sea13. What is interesting here is the phenomenon – quite 
frequent in the early medieval geographical descriptions – of blurring the line 
between ethno- and geonymy. In that case the naciones were described with the 
names of the territories, although there were opposite cases when regions were 
called with the names of their inhabitants. It seems that mentioning of three re-
gions/peoples by Gallus should be – at least partly – considered in the context of 

10 Annales Altahenses maiores, a. 1046, ed. E.L.B. Ab Oefele, MGH SS rer. Germ. 4, Hannover 1891, 
p. 41. Cf. J. Sochacki, “Relacja roczników altajskich o księciu pomorskim Zemuzile”, in: Średnio-
wiecze polskie i powszechne, ed. I. Panic, vol. 4 (Katowice 2007), 74–92.

11 Trans Oddoram fluvium primi habitant Pomerani, deinde Polani…, Magistri Adam Bremensis Ge-
sta Hammaburgensis ecclesiae pontificum, II, schol. 14 (15), ed. B. Schmeidler, MGH SS rer. Germ. 
2, Hannover-Leipzig 1917, p. 76; cf. ibidem, IV, 13, p. 241.

12 On the subject in question cf. recently: A. Krawiec, Król bez korony. Władysław I Herman, książę 
Polski (Warsaw 2014), 167–178 (the rule of Władysław Herman); S. Rosik, Bolesław Krzywousty 
(Wrocław 2013), 155–216 (the rule of Bolesław Krzywousty), to see further literature.

13 K. Maleczyński ed., Galli Anonymi Cronica et gesta ducum sive principum Polonorum, I, prohe-
mium, MPH SN, vol. 2 (Cracow 1952), 7.
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the medieval number symbolism14. Three peoples meant in a symbolic way all the 
pagan peoples living north of the Piasts’ state, which were a potential and actual 
target of the expansion and Christianisation by the Piasts. Such a context results 
from the other place the triad in question was mentioned in the chronicle. In the 
descriptions of Bolesław Chrobry’s expeditions Selentia, Pomorania and Prussia, 
appear again as the countries defeated or totally Christianised15. Of course, in that 
case not the real events were recorded. Gallus wanted here to create a picture of 
Bolesław Chrobry as an ideal ruler, who expands his territories in all directions 
and introduces there the true faith that the chronicler draw upon – kept in the col-
lective memory – the deformed echoes of the temporary control over Pomerania 
or over its part, which resulted in creating – during the Congress of Gniezno – the 
bishopric in Salina Kołobrzeska (Salsa Cholbergensis)16.

The picture of the territories north of Poland in the spatial concept in Gallus’ 
text was in principle based on the paradigmatic knowledge of the chronicler, but 
at the same time it was subordinated to persuasive goals. Describing the Slavdom, 
he referred to the concept functioning in the ancient and medieval geography of 
the division of the globe into five latitudinal zones: the equatorial torrid zone 
(zona torrida), the polar frigid zones (zonae frigidae) and temperate zones be-
tween the two first, and only the moderate zones were thought to be suitable for 
people to live17. Only monsters or similar beings might live in the frigid zones. 
According to Gallus just at such an edge of oecumene (οἰκουμένη, inhabited zone) 
Pomerania was to be situated. Farther on there was only mare septemtrionale […] 
vel amphitrionale, with some islands inhabited by wild pagans and some other 
islands, uninhabited, covered with eternal snow and eternal ice18. It seems that the 
chronicler who came from southern Europe visualised the region in question just 

14 On the subject of the medieval symbolism of the number three, cf. H. Meyer, R. Suntrup, Lexikon der 
mittelalterlichen Zahlenbedeutungen (München 1987), clm 50 ff.

15 Maleczyński, “Galli Anonymi”, I, 6, 17.
16 Such name of the Bishopric’s seat was used by Thietmar, cf. S. Rosik, Conversio, p. 33.
17 Cf. D.H. Strickland, Saracens, Demons, and Jews. Making Monsters in Medieval Art (Princeton-

-Oxford 2003), 30; P. Kochanek, Die Vorstellung vom Norden und der Eurozentrismus. Eine Au-
swertung der patristischen und mittelalterlichen Literatur (Mainz 2004), 378–381. On the subject of 
creating the picture of the Slavdom in the chronicle of Gallus cf. A. Krawiec, “Koncepcja przestrzeni 
w tekście Kroniki Galla Anonima, geografia mentalna jej autora i ich znaczenie w dyskusji nad jego 
pochodzeniem“, in: Nobis operique favete. Studia nad Gallem Anonimem, ed. A. Dąbrówka, E. Ski-
biński, W. Wojtowicz (Warsaw 2017), 73–91, on the subject of the influence of the concept of five 
zones: ibidem, 80 ff.

18 Maleczyński, “Galli Anonymi”, I, prohemium, p. 7. Nota bene, similar motifs appeared in the de-
scription of the North in Adam of Bremen, Kochanek, Die Vorstellung, 378 ff.
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in that way, drawing upon his earlier readings, but at the same time emphasising 
the place of Pomerania at the edge of the human world he showed off the ominous 
and monstrous character of its inhabitants against whom the hero of his chronicle 
had to defend himself. The picture of Pomeranians as an aggressive, constantly 
threatening Poland, ‘nation of barbarians’ (nacio barbarorum19), emerge several 
times in his chronicle.

The sea shore is a border of the available world, and bringing that border un-
der control is synonymous with the end of the symbolic conquest of the whole 
‘North’; such a vision appeared in Gallus’ narration in the descriptions of Krzy-
wousty’s expeditions to Kołobrzeg. The chronicler did not express it explicitly but 
he referred to pre-knowledge and the system of images of the receiver, giving it 
a poetic form of a famous song, in which landlocked horizons of the ancestors 
were contrasted with the new perspectives that were opening due to the prox-
imity of the sea20. But the attention is attracted by an overtone of the song that 
is different from the one of the previous words of prohemium. In that case the 
overtone was negative there and the territories situated outside Pomerania were 
shown as unwelcoming, hostile and worthless; whereas here the north seems to 
be a friendly area inviting to a further expansion. It is not known whether that 
inconsistence is accidental or it reflects actual changes in imaginative geography 
of the chronicler’s milieu or in his personal mental geography, which took place 
while the chronicle was being written. In the context of this appreciating of the 
north, especially symptomatic are the words about sea monsters and treasures 
(monstra maris et opes equoreas), which explicitly allude to the fascination for 
the exotic of the time, especially the tales of Alexander the Great and the marvels 
of the East21. In this way the north changed in the imagined equivalent of the Ori-
ent and the ‘northern prince’ Bolesław became equal to the rulers of the East or 
the crusaders capturing Jerusalem. That kind of thinking was not typical only for 
Gallus, to mention is an earlier (1107/1108) crusade manifesto of Magdeburg, in 
which Polabia was – although in a bit different context – referred to as Hierusalem 

19 Maleczyński, “Galli Anonymi”, II, 28, 96.
20 Ibidem, II, 28, p. 97, cf. Rosik, Bolesław, 166 ff.
21 On the subject of ‘Aleksandreis’ and their role in the culture of the High Middle Ages cf. R. Stoneman, 

“The Medieval Alexander”, in: Latin Fiction. The Latin Novel in Context, ed. H. Hofmann (London–
New York 1999), 238–252.
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nostra22. Unfortunately, we cannot assess the extent to which it was shared by 
Polish clergy and knighthood. 

Pomerania in the spatial concept in Gallus’ chronicle was one territorial unit, 
clearly separated from Poland, referred to as terra, patria, or even regnum. With-
in that regnum the chronicler (or his informant) recognized, however some inter-
nal diversity. He seems to distinguish a part of Pomerania situated directly at the 
seaside (circa maritima) from the one situated farther from the sea shore (infra 
terram)23. It might have been a reflection of the political division of the region into 
two powers, concentrated in the main centres, Kołobrzeg and Białogard, in the 
chronicle referred to as ‘towns’ (urbs or civitas), contrasted to the remaining ‘cas-
tles/strongholds’ (castrum or castellum)24. He also wrote about sinum terre popu-
losiorem et opulenciorem, which was attacked by Władysław Herman25. But the 
text of the chronicle does not reveal where that more populous and opulent area 
was, and the historiographical identification with the Pomerelia26, is only specu-
lation. The chronicler recognized the existence of some different centres of power 
in Pomerania27. He identified a certain central area in Pomerania, although it is 
not clear whether it should be understood literally or figuratively. The context in 
which the centre was mentioned, the destruction of the castles in meditullio regni 
at the command of Sieciech and the siege of the ‘royal town’ of the Pomeranians 

22 G. Labuda, “Wezwanie wschodniosaskich feudałów do walki ze Słowianami z roku 1108”, in: idem, 
Fragmenty dziejów Słowiańszczyzny zachodniej, part 3, ed. 2 (Poznań 2002), 233–269 (803–839), 
the quoted expression in the text of the document: p. 235 (805). On the subject of the ideology of the 
document in question in the Polish context cf. M. Gładysz, Zapomniani krzyżowcy. Polska wobec 
ruchu krucjatowego w XII–XIII wieku (Warsaw 2004), 37 ff; D. Güttner-Sporzyński, Święte wojny 
Piastów (Warsaw 2017), 93 ff.

23 In that way the civitates of the Pomeranians were to be situated, occupied by Władysław Herman, 
Maleczyński, “Galli Anonymi”, II, 1, 65.

24 The structure of power in Pomerania at the turn of the 11th and 12th centuries is still controversial. 
For a long time, undoubtedly not without the influence of Gallus’ suggestion, part of the researchers 
considered a possibility of functioning in the area between the Oder and the Vistula of two big early 
state structures, the southern and the northern, cf. B. Śliwiński, Pomorze w polityce i strukturze 
państwa wczesnopiastowskiego (X–XII w.), Kwartalnik Historyczny 57 (2000), booklet 2, 3–38, 
where the older works have been discussed. Alternative propositions assume the existence of one 
centre of prince’s power, simultaneously with elements of a tribal veche-based political system, cf. 
J.M. Piskorski, Pomorze plemienne. Historia – Archeologia – Językoznawstwo (Poznań–Szczecin 
2002), esp. 38 ff.

25 Maleczyński, “Galli Anonymi”, II, 2, 65.
26 J. Powierski, “Międzynarodowe okoliczności polityczne wznowienia walk monarchii piastowskiej 

o Pomorze za Władysława Hermana około 1090 r.”, Komunikaty Instytutu Bałtyckiego 31 (1994), 5 ff.
27 Cf. D. Sikorski, “Galla Anonima wiadomości o Prusach. Próba weryfikacji wybranych hipotez”, 

Kwartalnik Historyczny 110 (2003), booklet 2, 16–17.
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Alba / Białogard which was to be situated in medio terre28, seems to allude to the 
system of images related to being in power, where the control over the symbolic 
centre was synonymous with the rule over the whole territory29. Especially note-
worthy isthe wording quasi centrum terre medium reputatur30, which the chroni-
cler used in relation to Białogard. He did not claim that Alba was the centre of the 
region but that it was considered to be the centre of the region. It is a very rare 
case in the sources of that time when the writer so openly underlines the creative 
or imaginative character of the described reality.

The borders of Pomerania were not clearly defined by Gallus. The northern 
border was the sea. One can find a trace of perceiving the Vistula as the east-
ern border in the words about castellum Wysegrad on the Vistula, situated in 
confinium Pomoranie31. The western border was not mentioned explicitly, and 
establishing where it was is even more difficult because it is related with iden-
tifying Selentia referred to as one of the northern neighbours of Poland. In that 
territorial context the name appears exclusively in Gallus. Because the third of the 
pagan peoples of the north in Gallus’ chronicle were the Old Prussians, eastern 
neighbours of Pomerania, it points to one logical conclusion that Selentia should 
be situated west of Pomerania. It may be only said that it was ‘a kind of west 
Slavic territory’32, but its precise identity must remain a riddle33. Gallus presented 
the southern borderland between Poland and Pomerania, according to the actual 
state, as a typical zonal border of the time, i.e. a woody and swampy area, situated 
between the farthest castles controlled by both sides. Gallus described an attempt 

28 Maleczyński, “Galli Anonymi”, II, 1, 65; II, 22, 89.
29 J. Banaszkiewicz, “Jedność porządku przestrzennego, społecznego i tradycji początków ludu 

(Uwagi o urządzeniu wspólnoty plemienno-państwowej u Słowian)”, in: idem, Takie sobie średnio-
wieczne bajeczki (Cracow 2013), 150–156 (reprint from: Przegląd Historyczny 77 (1986),booklet 3, 
445–466); Z. Dalewski, Władza, przestrzeń, ceremoniał. Miejsce i uroczystość inauguracji władzy 
w Polsce średniowiecznej do końca XIV w. (Warsaw 1996), 15 ff.

30 Maleczyński, “Galli Anonymi”, II, 39, 109–110, cf. Banaszkiewicz, “Jedność”, 150.
31 Maleczyński, “Galli Anonymi”, III 26, 162.
32 Anonim tzw. Gall, Kronika polska, trans. R. Grodecki, ed. M. Plezia (Wrocław 1996), 10, note 2.
33 The proposals in historiography: the most probable land of Lucici (K. Buczek, “Ze studiów nad 

kroniką Galla Anonima. Sprawa Selencji”, Roczniki Historyczne 14 (1938), 1–28); Ziemię Lubuską 
z Sulęcinem (T. Tyc, Z dziejów kultury w średniowiecznej Polsce (Poznań 1924), 79); some ephe-
meral power at the mouth of the Oder (O. Kossmann, “Das unbekannte Ostseeland Selencia und die 
Anfänge Pommerns”, Zeitschrift für Ostforschung 20 (1971), 641–685); the territory of the Lutician 
Federation (A.F. Grabski, “Gall Anonim o Selencji i Prusach”, Rocznik Olsztyński 2 (1959), 9–20), 
which is not probable because of the location of the Sudovians, i.e. a section of the Yotvingians/
Jatvians (E. Kucharski, “Co oznacza nazwa ‘Selencja’ w kronice Galla Anonima”, Kwartalnik His-
toryczny 40 (1926), 145–150).
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made by the Pomeranians to narrow that border zone down by building a new, sta-
tegically placed stronghold in the direct vicinity of the Polish castle of Santok,34. 

The imaginative Pomerania of Gallus was first of all an area of action for the 
protagonist of the chronicle and his father. That way of describing a space was 
typical of the writing of that time. The topography of the area in question was 
not valuable in itself for the writer, and its elements appeared only in a direct 
relation to the described events. The way of the presentation of the landscape of 
Pomerania was presented in the way completely subordinated to the purposes 
of the narration, i.e. to underline the military talents of Bolesław through show-
ing the difficulties he had to overcome in his struggle against the Pomeranian 
‘barbarians’. Among the components of the natural landscape of Pomerania, the 
chronicler mentioned only forests, marshes, rivers and other hydrographic objects, 
which the Polish warriors had to force their way through. In several places the 
chronicler recalled the open spaces or fields (campus), where battles had been 
fought35. On the other hand, the main element of the cultural landscape were 
towns/strongholds. Also their place in the narration and the way they were pre-
sented were justified exclusively by their narrative context, i.e. the role played 
during Krzywousty’s expeditions. The strongholds were always described as 
powerful and difficult to conquer, but the invincible Bolesław managed to con-
quer them, which emphasised his invincibility. The author quotes the following 
strongholds Białogard36, Kołobrzeg37, Czarnków38, Wieluń39 Nakło40, Bytów/
Bytyń41, probably Międzyrzecz42, stronghold the frontier Wyszegrad (castellum 
Wysegrad). In other cases the castles remained nameless, and the chronicler lim-
ited himself to the descriptive expressions of the type of quoddam nobile satis ac 
forte castrum43. It seems that not in all the cases it resulted from his ignorance, 
because the names of the castles were omitted in the descriptions both of the past 

34 Maleczyński, “Galli Anonymi”, II, 17, 84.
35 E.g. campus victorie Drzu, where the Polish fought battle with the Pomeranians during the retaliato-

ry expedition of Władysław Herman, ibidem, II, 2, 66.
36 Urb[s] regia[…] et egregia[…], Alba nomine; civita[s] Alba, ibidem, II, 22, 89; II, 39, 109.
37 Urb[s]/civitas Cholbreg, ibidem, II, 28, 95–96; II, 40, 110.
38 Castellum Carnkou/Charncou, ibidem, II, 44, 114; II, 47, 117.
39 Castrum/castellum Velun, ibidem, II, 48, 117.
40 Castrum Nakel, ibidem, II, 3, 67; III, 1, 127; III, 26, 161.
41 Castrum Bitom, ibidem, II, 31, 99.
42 Castrum Meczirecze, ibidem, II, 14, 78.
43 Ibidem, II, 15, 79.
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and of the contemporary events, e.g. an anonymous castrum aliud, the siege of 
which was extensively presented in the last chapter of the chronicle44. 

In Gallus’ approach not only Pomerania constituted one region. Also the Po-
meranians were presented by him as an uniform group. Introducing elements of 
the internal division of Pomerania into the spatial concept of the Chronicle’s text 
did not result in the diversity of its inhabitants, who always appeared in the nar-
ration as one people of Pomeranians, unanimously taking arms against Poland45. 
They were unambiguously opposed to the Poles46, and to other ethnic groups such 
as e.g.the Masovians (Mazouienses). It may be disregarded whether this approach 
reflected the actual relations in the area in question or not, but what should be 
noted is the analogy with the way of conceptualising the middle-European pop-
ulation relations in ‘the Russian Primary Chronicle’, which was created in Rus at 
that time; its author listed the Polans, the Luticis, the Pomeranians and the Maso-
vians as groups the “Lachy” had been divided into47. Although Gallus described 
the Pomeranians as barbarous pagans, they were not a horde of savages living 
sine rege et lege, like their neighbours, the Old Prussians48. They demonstrated 
features of a civilised people: they had their duke (dux), they lived in towns, they 
were able to attain considerable wealth. All that reflected the actual relations in 
Pomerania, and – at the same time – it referred to the crusade writing, where the 
same coincidence of aggressive hostility against the infidels was joined with a re-
spect for the level of their civilisation and wealth49. It is one more proof that the 
picture of Pomerania and the Pomeranians in Gallus’ chronicle can be depicted in 
the context of his interest in crusades and may be treated as one of the elements 
of ‘the proto-crusade ideology’50. 

44 Ibidem, III, 26, 162.
45 J. Hertel, “Pomorze w myśli politycznej kronikarzy Polski piastowskiej (Anonim Gall, Wincenty 

Kadłubek, kronikarz wielkopolski)”, in: Prace z dziejów państwa i zakonu krzyżackiego, ed. A. Cza-
charowski (Toruń 1984), 17.

46 E.g. in a famous statement with reference to ‘The Conspiracy of Catiline’ by Sallustius: Poloni 
gloriam appetebant, Pomorani libertatem defendebant, Maleczyński, “Galli Anonymi”, II, 48, 118.

47 Powieść minionych lat, transl. and commentary F. Sielicki (Wrocław–Warsaw–Cracow 1968), 212.
48 On the picture of the Old Prussians in Gallus cf. Sikorski, “Galla Anonima”, 12 ff. It is rather 

impossible to share the opinion of Güttner-Sporzyński, Święte wojny, 72, who puts the equals sign 
between the way of presenting by Gallus the Pomeranians and the Old Prussians.

49 Other analogies between the descriptions of fights in Pomerania in Gallus’ chronicle and the 
descriptions of the first crusade indicated by Güttner-Sporzyński, Święte wojny, 66–70.

50 On ‘the proto-crusade ideology’ in Gallus cf. A.F. Grabski, “Polska wobec idei wypraw krzyżowych 
na przełomie XI i XII w. ‘Duch krzyżowy’ Anonima Galla”, Zapiski Historyczne 26 (1961), booklet 
4, 37–63; Gładysz, Zapomniani krzyżowcy, 32–36, esp. p. 33.
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Gallus’ chronicle is being here analysed because Pomerania occupies a special 
place in its spatial space. It resulted from the context in which the chronicle was 
created: probably in the milieu of Bolesław Krzywousty, and certainly in the 
time when Pomerania was especially interesting as a target of expansion. There 
are no similar sources concerning the period directly after the one covered by the 
chronicle, which does not mean that the position of Pomerania was weakened in 
imaginative geography of the Polish elites. Its area still attracted great interest, 
which sometimes ended with military actions. Successive attacks of the Pomer-
anians were repulsed. Bolesław continued his military activities in Pomerania, 
which finally led to subordinating almost the whole area between the Vistula and 
the Oder, but not to its direct incorporation51. The military action was followed by 
Christianisation, carried out mainly by Otto of Bamberg, and its logical continua-
tion were the efforts to establish a church organisation in Pomerania52.

Regrettably, all those events were hardly reflected in the available Polish 
sources. All the Pomeranian activity of Otto of Bamberg and the role of the Polish 
prince and his milieu in it were known from Otto’s vitae created in the German 
lands. The Polish medieval sources passed it over in silence. Polish annals contain 
only laconic mentions of some fights in Pomerania, and inform of conquered cas-
tles and defeated princes, partly nameless53. They confirm the fact that in Poland 
there was an interest in Pomerania, but they do not permit to draw any conclu-
sions about the spatial images associated with this interest in. From the point of 
view of imaginative geography, the most interesting mention is the one kept in 
several annals from Lesser Poland (Polonia Minor) under the year 1123: Bolesla-
vus tercius mare transivit et castra obtinuit54. It is not clear which ‘sea’ the author 
meant, and neither is the purpose of the expedition. The view that the expedition 

51 Recently on the same subject: Rosik, Bolesław, 178 ff, where there is a critical reference to older 
literature.

52 Extensively on Otto’s activities: Rosik, Conversio, 172 ff.
53 E.g. Bolezlaus III Pomeriam subiugavit et II castra obtinuit, Rocznik dawny, a. 1115, in: Najdaw-

niejsze roczniki krakowskie i kalendarz, ed. Z. Kozłowska-Budkowa, MPH SN 5 (Warsaw 1978), 14. 
Similar recods are to be found in other annals. In the information of ‘Rocznik dawny’ what attracts 
attention is a rare form of Pomeria instead of Pomorania/Pomerania. Unless it had been a scribal 
error, it might suggest that at the time the record was written the latin form of the name was still not 
stabilised.

54 Rocznik Traski, a. 1123, ed. A. Bielowski, MPH 2 (Lviv 1872), 832. Analogous records: Rocznik 
Krakowski, ibidem; Rocznik Sędziwoja, ibidem, 874; Rocznik Małopolski (various editions, partly in 
1122), ed. A. Bielowski, MPH 3 (Lviv 1878), 152, 153.
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was a crusade to the Holy Land should be rejected as unlikely55; instead, most 
researchers are of the opinion that the purpose was Rugia, Wolin or Szczecin56. 
In the second and third case ‘sea’ might be interpreted as the Szczecin Lagoon 
(Stettiner Haff ). Then the word used here might be interpreted as a sign of the 
‘land’ perspective of images of the authors from Lesser Poland, for whom a rel-
atively tiny, closed water body was ‘a sea’. On the other hand, it might be a sign 
of the paradigmatic knowledge of the author(s) of the annals, who treated – in 
principle rightly – the Szczecin Lagoon as one of the Ocean’s gulfs. It should be 
also remembered that in the Latin of the time the word mare was ambiguous and 
meant different water bodies, not only seas sensu stricto. The Szczecin Lagoon 
was referred to as mare by – for example – the hagiographers of St Otto57. The 
mention from the annals was later used by the author of ‘Greater Poland Chron-
icle’, who compiling it from the chronicle written by Wincenty Kadłubek, added 
a description of the abduction of the Ruthenian prince Wołodar by Piotr Włos-
towic, and constructed a tale about Piotrek of Dacia (Denmark) and the conquest 
of Denmark by Bolesław Krzywousty58. 

The chronicle written at the beginning of the 13th century by the Cracow 
Bishop Wincenty Kadłubek, was created in a different geopolitical context than 
Gallus’ text. Kadłubek represented the elites of Lesser Poland, for whom the ar-
eas at the Baltic seaside were not as important as they were for the milieu for 
whom Gallus worked. Now the centre of gravity of the political interest moved 
to south-east, and accordingly to that movement the spatial concept in the text of 
Kadłubek’s chronicle was shaped. In his description of the Central Europe, the 
chronicler used his own system of double names (in some cases even triple names) 
of peoples and countries (for example, the Polish: Poloni-Lechitae-Wandali; the 
Germans: Lemanni-Teute; the Czechs: Bohemi-Pragite, the Hungarians: Un-
gari-Pannoni-Hunni)59. Pomerania and the Pomeranians had also double names. 

55 Such a view (e.g. independently one from the other J. Gacki and J. Riley-Smith) was based mainly 
on the fact that similar expressions had been used to describe the crusade, cf. Gładysz, Zapomniani 
krzyżowcy, 42–43.

56 Cf. Z. Wojciechowski, “Przeszedł przez morze”, Przegląd Zachodni 1 (1945), 153–170; Gładysz, 
Zapomniani krzyżowcy, 43–44; Rosik, Bolesław Krzywousty, 190–192.

57 Cf. Rosik, Bolesław Krzywousty, 191.
58 Chronica Poloniae Maioris, 27, ed. B. Kürbis, MPH SN 8 (Warsaw 1970), 38 ff; cf. ibidem, 149 ff, 

note 214.
59 On that system cf.: A. Krawiec, “Wyobrażenia geograficzne w kronice Wincentego”, in: Onus Ath-

lanteum. Studia nad Kroniką biskupa Wincentego, ed. A. Dąbrówka, W. Wojtowicz (Warsaw 2009), 
300 ff.
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In addition to the ‘main’ names – Pomorania and Pomorani – there appeared 
’learned’ names: Maritima and Maritimi, which were literal translations of the 
Polish geo- and ethnonyms into Latin60. This situation proves that the chronicler, 
who was an erudite person, was not able to find any ancient name to denominate 
Pomerania. The main purpose of his system was to stabilise the position of Poland 
in the world of ancient Greek and Roman civilisation, and to create an impression 
that the land is situated in partibus orientis, like some years later put it his name-
sake, Wincenty of Kielcza61. Therefore, it could be regarded as a way to oppose 
the spatial concept in Gallus’ chronicle, in which Poland had been presented as 
‘a northern country’ situated at the edge of the oecumene, which might have been 
perceived by Wincenty Kadłubek as deprecating in the light of the symbolism of 
the time.

The spatial concept in Kadłubek’s chronicle represents a purely landlocked 
perspective and is oriented unambiguously eastwards, both towards the real 
world of the eastern neighbours of Lesser Poland, where the chronicle was cre-
ated, and the East of imaginative geography, which combined elements of the 
ancient Mediterranean world, the contemporary crusade realities and the whole 
complex of associations related with the Orient. At the first sight it might seem 
that there was not enough room for Pomerania and the Baltic Sea in that concept. 
Yet, the Cracow bishop included the northern – Pomeranian and oversea – episode 
in the oldest history of the pre-Poles. At the beginning of his historical narrative 
he informed that they conquered not only the cismaritimas undique naciones, but 
also the danomarchicae insulae, after having defeated its inhabitants in sea bat-
tles, and finally imprisoned Canute, their king62. The territory of the first of the 
mentioned nations was sometimes identified in historiography with Pomerania63. 
Yet, taking into account the system of double names coined by Kadłubek, and 
especially the name Maritima as an additional, ‘learned’ name of Pomerania, the 
expression cismaritimas naciones should be understood not as ‘the nations living 
on that side of the sea’, but rather as ‘the nations bordering Pomerania from our 

60 A list of the cases of using both names: D. Pandowska, “Wincentyńska transformacja kroniki Galla 
Anonima na przykładzie przekazu o walkach z Pomorzanami”, in: Władcy, mnisi, rycerze. Gdańskie 
studia z dziejów średniowiecza, ed. B. Śliwiński, vol. 3 (Gdańsk 1996), 109–111.

61 [Wincenty z Kielczy], Sancti Stanislai vita maior, I, 1, ed. W. Kętrzyński, MPH 4 (Lviv 1884), 364.
62 Magistri Vincentii dicti Kadłubek Chronica Polonorum, I, 2, ed. M. Plezia, MPH SN 11 (Cracow 

1994), 7.
63 G. Labuda, “O imionach książąt pierwszych polskich dynastii”, in: idem, Studia nad początkami 

państwa polskiego, vol. 2 (Poznań 1988), 34.
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side’, so in that case the expression might have referred to the area of what was to 
be later called Greater Poland (Polonia Maior), situated between Pomerania and 
Lesser Poland, which was for Kadłubek the eternal centre of the whole of Lechia. 
It must have been a reflection of animosities between Lesser Poland and Greater 
Poland, which competed for the primacy among the Polish principalities.

From a formal point of view, the mention of the conquest of ‘the Danish is-
lands’ was most probably a reference to Plato’s ‘Timaeus’64. For Plato, the vic-
tory over the insular empire of Atlantis was the main proof of the power of the 
pre-Athenians. The Polish chronicler used similiar narrative pattern to show the 
power of the pre-Poles. Moreover, it seems that the episode was included in the 
tale about the beginnings of Poland as an element of a wider concept, the purpose 
of which was to emphasise the importance of the country as a kind of centre of 
the world. The chronicler indicated that the pre-Poles had defeated the powerful 
enemies from all over the world in the ‘primeval age’ of Poland, when it was 

‘in statu nascendi’. The same narrative strategy was used 150 years later by the 
author of The Travels of Sir John Mandeville. Its anonymous creator highlighted 
the position of Jerusalem as umblicus mundi by enumerating the four roads from 
Western Europe leading to the Holy City, entering it from east, west, south and 
north65. In addition to that, for representatives of such cultures as the one of the 
medieval Europe, the events taking place in the mythical time of the beginning 
possessed a constitutive dimension shaping all the reality. Showing the victories 
of the pre-Poles over their enemies from the four sides of the world at the begin-
ning of their history, Wincenty wanted to prove that Poland had always been, was 
and would be invincible.

In that pattern the Danes (Dacis)66 represented the north, and placing them at 
the very beginning of the chronicle as the first serious enemies of the Poles might 
have been a conscious reference to the contemporary symbolism of world’s direc-
tions, where the north was the most negative direction. The pre-Poles started their 
history with defeating Canute, who personified the worst evil, and subsequently 

64 Krawiec, “Wyobrażenia geograficzne”, 297; cf. J. Mańkowski, “Krak, uczeń Sokratesa (glosa do 
Kadłubka Chronica Polonorum I 5, 3)”, in: Inspiracje platońskie literatury staropolskiej: materiały 
z konferencji zorganizowanej przez Zespół Badań Literackich nad Historią Kultury Epok Dawnych 
Instytutu Literatury Polskiej Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego, 14–15.10.1998 r., ed. A. Nowicka-Jeżo-
wa, P. Stępień (Warsaw 2000), 149.

65 K. Ridder, “Übersetzung und Fremderfahrung. Jean de Mandevilles literarische Inszenierung eines 
Weltbildes und die Lesarten seiner Übersetzer“, in: Übersetzen im Mittelalter. Cambridger Kollo-
quium 1994, ed. J. Heinzle et al. (Berlin 1996), 249 ff.

66 In the Middle Ages the name of Daci was regularly referred to the Danish (Dani).
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crushed all their other enemies, who personified threats from the remaining sides: 
the western ‘German tyrant’ (Lemannorum tyrannus), the ruler of the East Al-
exander the Great, and Julius Ceasar ruling in Rome, south of Poland. An ad-
ditional argument for such an interpretation might be the fragment where the 
‘Daci’ appeared for the second time in Kadłubek’s chronicle, in the description 
of the fights between Kazimierz Odnowiciel (Casimir the Restorer) and Masław, 
supported by quatuor Maritimorum acies, totidem Gethicas, nec non Dacorum 
ac Ruthenorum […] suffragia67. The support of the Masovian ruler on the part of 
the Pomeranians is not questioned by historians, whereas the mention of other 
peoples seems unintelligible, especially in the case of Ruthenians who were allies 
of the Polish prince. As I have already proved in another place, the chronicler 
might have meant to show the fight of Kazimierz with the enemies of the unity of 
Poland a struggle against the forces of the evil, symbolised by the coalition of the 
peoples of the ominous north, who came from Magog according to Saint Isidore 
of Seville68. It also might be a loose reference to Gallus’ triad of the pagan north-
ern neighbours of Poland.

Previous researchers had supposed that the ‘Danish episode’ in Wincenty’s 
chronicle was a trace of his contacts with some Dane during his studies in West-
ern Europe and – possibly – a trace kept in the Cracow tradition of some battles 
fought between Poland and Denmark in Pomerania, or a sea expedition of one 
of the earlier rulers of Poland, for example the already mentioned expedition of 
Bolesław Krzywousty69. Such explanations should be rather regarded as a supple-
ment, and not as an alternative for the above proposed interpretation. Neither is it 
possible to discard a contemporary political context of the mention in question. In 
the second half of the 12th century the Danesh showed interest in Pomerania and 
Pomerelia. Its culmination was the homage of Duke Mestwin I to King Valdemar 
II in 1210, who for a few years became the formal ruler of the Słupsk Principality. 
A bit earlier, in 1185, the West Pomeranian Duke Bogusław I, became a vassal 
(liegeman) of King Canute VI; Wincenty did not write about those events, but his 
description of the Polish conquest of Denmark may be treated as a hidden allusion 
to them, emphasised by the fact that the ruler of the Dacis / Danish was named. 

67 Magistri Vincentii II, 14, 47.
68 Krawiec, “Wyobrażenia geograficzne”, 304.
69 Cf.: Labuda, “O imionach”, 34 (he suggested that the Dane in question could have been the chronicler 

Saxo Grammaticus); H. Łowmiański, Początki Polski. Z dziejów Słowian w I tysiącleciu n.e., vol. 5 
(Warsaw 1973), 316 ff (a review of proposals of older historiography).
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It would have been a peculiar appeal to the Polish High Duke to recover control 
over the territory, the independence of which his ancestors going to great pains 
had been fighting for, and which now had weaker and weaker links with Poland. 
At the same time, the ‘Danish episode’ in the history of the pre-Poles permitted 
to legitimise the earlier expansion (and possible the present one). As can be seen, 
although the dominance of the eastern direction in the spatial concept and in the 
‘political thought’ in Wincenty’s chronicle was unquestioned, Pomerania still oc-
cupied an important position in both the aspects70.

Anyway, it should be noted that the connections between the enemies of pre-Po-
land with particular directions of the world was not expressed by the chronicler 
explicitly, but it was alluded by referring to the pre-knowledge of the receivers 
of the chronicle. The whole concept belonged to those elements of the sophisti-
cated Wincentine vision, which weren’t understood by later readers and contin-
uators of his work, or at least were not directly reflected in the later chronicles, 
along with the double or triple geo- and ethnonymy or the idea to interweave the 
historiographic narrative with extensive moralising fragments. The wars against 
Alexander and Ceasar and the failure of the candidate who asked Wanda’s hand 
in marriage became an integral part of the Polish historical memory, whereas the 
defeat of King Canute is not reflected in it at all. Obviously, the ‘Danish islands’ 
occupied too little space in the eastwards oriented imaginative geography of the 
Polish elites of the late Middle Ages, and their historical awareness might have 
been too big so as not to see the anachronism of the whole situation. Even in 
the Chronicle of Greater Poland, where the motif of the affiliation of the Baltic 
region to the imaginative empire of the ancient Lechites appeared in a very exten-
sive form, it was constructed in a way completely different and independent from 
the one which is to be found in Kadłubek’s chronicle71. 

The majority of Wincenty’s later remarks about Pomerania and the Pomer-
anians were more or less literally quotes taken from Gallus. They concern the 
Pomeranian fights of Władysław Herman and Bolesław Krzywousty72. The im-

70 Hertel, “Pomorze”, 43.
71 Cf.: esp. B. Kürbis, Studia nad Kroniką wielkopolską (Poznań 1952), 145–155; A. Krawiec, Cieka-

wość świata w średniowiecznej Polsce. Studium z dziejów geografii kreacyjnej (Poznań 2010), 336–
343. Marcin Bielski returned to Kadłubek’s version in the 16th century and he supplemented it with the 
name of the vanquisher of the Danish, Prince Wizymir, which he had taken from the Greater Poland 
Chronicle, cf. K. Ślaski, Wątki historyczne w podaniach o początkach Polski (Poznań 1968), 7, 87.

72 D. Pandowska, “Wincentyńska transformacja kroniki Galla Anonima na przykładzie przekazu 
o walkach z Pomorzanami”, in: Władcy, mnisi, rycerze. Gdańskie studia z dziejów średniowiecza, 
vol. 3, eds. B. Śliwiński, (Gdańsk 1996), 81–112.
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age of Pomerania as a geographical space, not too precisely outlined by the first 
chronicler, in the case of the other one is even less precise. Among the differences, 
it is worth to mention the change of the name of the place where Władysław Her-
man defeated the Pomeranians from Drzu to Drecim/Drecini. It might have been 
the influence of the annalistic tradition, according to which the Pomeranians 
were defeated in 1091 ad Recin/Rechen73. Kadłubek emphasised the (political? 
ethnical?) differences between Poland and Pomerania, and called Bolesław Krzy-
wousty inuictissim[us] Polonorum ac Maritimorum monarch[a]74 in a fictitious 
letter to Coloman, king of Hungary. The difference of the Polish and Pomeranian 
identities is visible in the words about Kazimierz Sprawiedliwy (Casimir the Just), 
who was described as monarchus Lechie by virtue of being the ruler over the 
provinces of the remaining four Piasts: Greater Poland, Lesser Poland, Silesia and 
Masovia75. The rule of Kazimierz over (Gdańsk) Pomerania / Pomeralia was not 
mentioned in this context, although the chronicler wrote about it shortly before. 
The whole narrative of Gallus about Pomerania was reduced, and the crusade 
elements were weakened. All the Wincentine references to the crusade tradition 
were made in a different, eastern and north-eastern (Prussian) context76. At the 
same time the Pomeranians were presented in a more negative way, with all the 
available epithets, which served to describe barbarians and pagans, e.g. the Slavs 
in the Frankish/Saxon/German writing77.

For most part of the narrative the chronicler used the forms of Pomerania 
and Maritima interchangeably, with the tendency to use the second form to ac-
centuate the events of greatest importance to him, related mainly with the Polish 
expansion78. There are visible traces that Kadłubek differentiated the meanings 
of the Pomerania’s both names in the information about the matrimonial policy of 
Mieszko Stary in the context of the contemporary political changes. Among the 
relatives of the Prince two persons were mentioned: Dux Boguslaus Maritime ge-
ner eius, and nameless Dux Pomoranie socer alterius79. Bogusław I, the West Po-

73 Magistri Vincentii, II, 22, p. 63; Rocznik kapituły krakowskiej, a. 1091, in: Najdawniejsze roczniki, 
p. 53.

74 Magistri Vincentii, III, 4, p. 90.
75 Ibidem, IV, 8, 148.
76 Güttner-Sporzyński, Święte wojny, 143 ff.
77 Hertel, “Pomorze”, 22; cf. R. Urbański, Tartarorum gens brutalis. Trzynastowieczne najazdy mon-

golskie w literaturze polskiego średniowiecza na porównawczym tle piśmiennictwa łacińskiego an-
tyku i wieków średnich (Warsaw 2007), 92–103.

78 Pandowska, “Wincentyńska transformacja”, 111.
79 Magistri Vincentii, IV, 2, 130–131.
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meranian Duke was described in the same way in another place in the chronicle80. 
It is possible that Kadłubek distinguished in that way a bigger and more important 
Pomeranian Duchy and one of the smaller powers in Pomerania, which cannot be 
identified better. Neither is it possible to decide whether it was a stylistic device, 
a result of an evolution of the author’s views, or an attempt to grasp the political 
changes in the described area, while in the chronicler’s milieu the names of the 
existing political structures had not been consolidated yet. In addition, Wincenty 
distinguished Gdańsk Pomerania or Pomeralia, described as Gdanensi[s] mar-
chia81. But on that basis it is not possible to claim that in his mental geography the 
area in question was not part of the imaginative Pomerania, because the use of the 
expression ‘Gdańsk March’ must have served to underline a closer dependence of 
that territory on the power of the Piast Princes, and the word ‘march’ should not 
be rather understood literally, as an administrative borderland unit of a special 
type, analogous to the Carolingian or Ottonian Marches82.

The times of Master Wincenty mark the end of a certain period not only in 
the history of Poland, the definitive end of the so called second Piast state and 
a transition to the period of the complete fragmentation, but also in the history of 
Pomerania, where its western part gradually broke links with Poland and where 
the division between its eastern and western parts, ruled by separate dynasties, 
was strengthened. The fact that the chronicler clearly discerned Gdańsk Pomera-
nia, from the whole Baltic region, constitutes an announcement of the changes in 
the way of conceptualisation of that region, which took place in the 13th–15th cen-
turies. The centre of gravity in the Polish imaginative geography clearly moved to 
the areas on the lower Vistula, treated as a part of the Polish Kingdom, whereas 
the areas situated west of it lost their importance. They were conceptualised as 
a separate country, which, however, created simultaneously a wider community 
with Poland based on the common ancestors and the historical dependence on the 
Polish/Lechite ancient rulers. The internal divisions in the area south of the Baltic 
were noticed and recognised in the late medieval Poland; and they were consid-
ered to be eternal, which was rather typical for the geographical and historical 
imagery of the time. 

80 Ibidem, IV, 8, 147.
81 Ibidem.
82 On the status of Gdańsk Pomerania within the regnum Poloniae in the time of Kadłubek: G. Labuda, 

“Stanowisko prawno-polityczne książąt Pomorza Nadwiślańskiego na przełomie XII i XIII wieku”, 
Zapiski Historyczne 66 (2001), booklets 2–3: 7–38.
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POMORZE I BAŁTYK W GEOGRAFII KREACYJNEJ POLSKIEGO 
ŚREDNIOWIECZA OD KOŃCA X DO POCZĄTKU XIII WIEKU

Słowa kluczowe: historia Polski, historia Pomorza, polskie kroniki średniowieczne, 
geografia kreacyjna, Gall Anonim, Wincenty zw. Kadłubkiem

Abstrakt

W artykule podjęto problematykę form obecności Pomorza w geografii kreacyjnej 
mieszkańców ziem polskich w okresie od panowania Mieszka I do początku XIII wie-
ku. Wybór daty końcowej jest uzasadniony zachodzącymi w tym okresie przemianami 
politycznymi w Polsce i na samym Pomorzu, jak również związanymi z tym przemia-
nami w geografii kreacyjnej, czyli w systemie wyobrażeń o poszczególnych terytoriach, 
funkcjonującym w określonej zbiorowości, w tym przypadku wśród mieszkańców ziem 
polskich. Możliwości rekonstrukcji wyobrażeń o Pomorzu i Bałtyku są jednak ograni-
czone ze względu na niedobór źródeł. Dotyczy to szczególnie najwcześniejszego okresu. 
W artykule zanalizowano okoliczności powstania i wprowadzenia do źródeł pisanych 
nazw „Pomorze” i „Pomorzanie”. Szczególnie obszernie omówiono obraz Pomorza 
w kronice tzw. Galla Anonima, co wynika z wyjątkowo wyeksponowanej pozycji tej 
krainy w koncepcji przestrzeni w tekście. Wskazano główne kierunki konceptualizacji 
terytorium Pomorza i jego mieszkańców przez Galla w kontekście ówczesnego systemu 
uczonych wyobrażeń geograficznych, ideologii krucjatowej oraz politycznych uwarun-
kowań powstania tekstu i opisywanych w nim wydarzeń. Następnie scharakteryzowa-
no późniejsze wzmianki o Pomorzu jako przestrzeni geograficznej w źródłach polskich 
do początku XIII wieku, wśród których na pierwszy plan wysuwa się kronika mistrza 
Wincentego zw. Kadłubkiem. Scharakteryzowano sposób przedstawienia Pomorza przez 
Wincentego w różnych częściach kroniki, zwłaszcza w narracji o początkach państwa 
i narodu polskiego, ze wskazaniem na możliwe przyczyny i źródła takiego opisu. Na ko-
niec zasygnalizowano przemiany, które powodują, że okres od XIII do XV wieku po-
winien być uznany za kolejny, odrębny etap w dziejach polskich wyobrażeń o Bałtyku 
i Pomorzu.
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